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Editor’s Note
When thinking about theology and social justice issues, I often conceptualize a bull’s 
eye and place my most deeply held, unchanging values in the center. My other theologi­
cal, philosophical and social views constantly shift within the peripheral rings depend­
ing on their contemporary importance. Apologetically speaking, issues located closer to 
the bull’s eye require more thought, passion, prayer and action!
But where does poverty fit within this bull’s eye? Should churches allocate person­
nel and resources for disadvantaged people, or should Christians just have the govern­
ment implement legislation which addresses this issue, not unlike how we handle abor­
tion? Even more alarming, some sociologists contend: white, evangelical assumptions 
about opportunity, success, and one’s relationship to both God and social structures con­
tribute to the U.S.’s social discrepancies at an individual and national level.1
So, what priority should churches in the world’s wealthiest nation give to resolving 
this issue? Although we cannot solve these challenges here, we can begin by exploring 
our own stories. Listening to others’ stories lets us share the stirrings God has placed 
within our hearts. As we explore Students’ Encounters With Poverty in this week s SEMI, 
please prayerfully ponder how close this issue lands to Jesus’ heart and how we as Chris­
tians should respond individually and corporately to poverty.
'Emerson and Smith, Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the Problem o f  Race in America (New York: 
Oxford, 2000), • ■ : . ' . ■._____ _______ ______________________ _
“Tor *1 was hungry and  
you gave me nothing to 
eat, 3 was thirsty and  
you gave me nothing to 
drink, *1 was a stranger 
and you did not invite 
me in, *1 needed cfothes 
and you did not cCothe 
me, Q was sick and in 
prison and you did not 
Cook after m e”
(Matthew 25:42-43 NIV)
Confession What Is and What Should Be
by Jon West
And don’t we all hover
between apathy and compassion
fill up all our days with so much distraction
it makes it easier not to see
what we don’t want to
but we all live here, we all live here
we all live here
what am I supposed to do 
there are too many of you, too many of you 
give some change, look you in the eye 
say that I too am human, I too am human 
I could be you, I could be, I could be
—The Be Good Tanyas, The Junkie Song
“...‘Lord, when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of you?
Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent 
that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do 
it to me,”’ (Matt. 25: 44-45).
There’s this guy. He won’t tell me his name because he’s too 
embarrassed. Let’s call him Jesus.
Jesus gets embarrassed a lot. When he feels embarrassed, he 
gets loud and doesn’t want people to look at him. Usually, people 
happily comply.
Jesus says he is schizophrenic. Why should he lie? He says 
he’s supposed to be on medication. I believe him. You would 
believe him.
by J. Cattich
It is a quiet evening at Santa Monica beach. As I approach 
this Pacific divide, I am struck by how reliably it has shielded us 
from vast forms of tragedy and evil: war, widespread famine, 
disease...
As I walk further along the beach, I am struck— no, 
disturbed—by something else. Just a few blocks away, the 3rd Street 
Promenade is swarming with smiling people in fashionable clothes, 
weaving in and out of trendy stores, flashing cash and plastic for a 
CD, sweater, skirt or some other “must have” accessory. Some are 
plagued by disturbing thoughts of their own, like: “Does my hair 
look alright? Do I look fat in these pants?” or, “Did she catch me 
checking out that other woman?”
Most of the shoppers, I’ll bet, are pretty image conscious. All 
of them, I’m afraid, are blissfully oblivious to this tragedy on the 
beach that lies before me: a dirty, tired man sleeping alone on the 
sand under a lifeguard tower.
Over there, “discretionary income” bums holes through the 
pockets of shoppers who act as if they are on the verge of 
spontaneous combustion as their burning desire for that last 
Abercrombie & Fitch sweatshirt reaches critical mass. Here, under 
the lifeguard tower, lies a man who could eat for a week if only 
someone’s heart would bum with enough compassion to forego 
another discretionary pair of shoes.
(What’s that? “They’ll probably spend it on alcohol or drugs,” 
you say. Maybe, maybe not. I can’t help wondering, however, if 
that hasn’t become one of the most convenient, albeit effective 
excuses of all time.)
continued on page 4 continued on page 6
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President’s Forum
_____________ by R. J. Hernández
On Thursday, October 16, President 
Mouw held the quarterly presidential 
forum, highlighting current events in and 
around campus and their effect on Fuller’s 
mission. School administrators, members 
of the Alumni Council, and current 
students attended. The president’s points 
included:
• Staff• M ission• D isclaimer
Dean of Students Ruth Vuong
M anaging E ditor Carmen Valdés
Editor Seth N. Zielicke
semi-editor@dept.fuller.edu 
P roduction E ditor Bryan Mark 
semi-ads @ dept.fuller.edu
• Meeting of the Board of Trustees. Their discussion centered on the shift of the 
Christian global movement from the Northern to Southern hemisphere.
• Enrollment figures. Enrollment increased 4% overall, with a 6.6% growth in full­
time enrollment. Dr. Mouw attributed this partially to interest in the Worship, Theology, 
and the Arts format.
• New space in the old Montgomery Watson building (located at 250 N. Madision). 
Fuller is examining ways to make good use of the space; considering some classrooms 
and a possible solution to some of the parking problems.
• New patterns of campus worship. All Seminary Chapel moved to one day a week 
this quarter. Fuller’s strategic planning committee will consider adding a new chapel 
building on the south end of campus.
• Flagpoles. Following a state regulation requiring Fuller to display a U.S. flag, Fuller 
placed this flag near the center of campus. The president welcomed discussion on 
this issue.
• Reflections on Dr. Mouw’s 10-year tenure. He shared some personal history about 
his move to Fuller from Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI. Dr. Mouw praised the 
growing connection between Fuller and the surrounding community.
Dr. Mouw’s remarks were followed by a question and answer period. The questions 
focused on Fuller’s support for international students, the accreditation 
process, a request for hymns at chapel, Christian/Muslim relations, 
and the value of enrollment growth.
R.J. Hernández (SOT, MAT) tries working as many Greek words as possible into everyday 
conversations. On weekends, he tries breaking the world’s record fo r  Taboo.
The SEMI is published weekly as a service to 
the Fuller community by Student Life and Ser­
vices, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
CA 91182. Articles and commentaries do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Fuller 
administration or the SEMI. Final editorial 
responsibility rests with the dean of students.
Letters to the Editor:
The SEMI welcomes brief responses to 
articles and commentaries on issues relevant 
to the Fuller community. All submissions 
must include the author’s name and contact 
information and are subject to editing.
Announcements:
N otices may be subm itted to semi- 
ads @dept.fuller.edu or dropped off at the 
SEMI Office on the 2nd floor of Kreyssler 
Hall above the Catalyst. They must be 
submitted by the deadlines printed below and 
not exceed 35 words.
Advertisements:
Notices for events not directly sponsored by 
a Fuller department, office, or organization 
will be printed in the “Ads” section and 
charged per word. All requests should be 
made through the Production Editor at semi- 
ads@ dept.fuller, edu
Submission Deadlines:
Week 7: October 29
Week 8: November 5
Week 9: November 12
çidiio/iç9.45- 10.15
offerings of praise, petition, and lament
10 20-11.00service
incorporating elements of Taiz6
11.05- 12.45
C O M M I A h i O h
the celebration continues
with the Lord's Supper 
followed by a light meal 




Chapel Tapes. Tapes of chapel messages can be ordered from the Academic 
Technology Center (www.fuller.edu/atc).
All Seminary Chapels 
LoJ
Wednesday, October 29
Day of Prayer 10:00 a.m.— 1:00 p.m. Classes will be 
closed during this time and offices will be closed during 
chapel to provide an opportunity to gather as a community 
and join together in various forms of prayer. “Listening to 
God and Listen-ing to One Another” will be a special time 
of prayer utilizing elements of Taize. Join us throughout 
the day at various prayer stations throughout campus. 
Please see publicity around campus for specific times and 
locations.
Wednesday, November 5
Wibert Shenk, Paul E. Pierson Professor of Mission 
History and Contemporary Culture, will speak on “What 
is the Gospel for our time and for all time?”__________
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Muslim Month of Fasting Begins
by Dr. J. Dudley Woodberry
General Motors had just sent me to Qairawan, Tunisia, to orient 
their American and Swiss employees for a new automobile 
assembly plant. This was the city from which the Arab Muslims 
had launched armies to conquer North Africa and Spain. As I stood 
in the great mosque, I noticed the pillars were of different styles. 
They had been taken from previous churches and whitewashed so 
they blended into their new Muslim home.
These pillars illustrate what also took place in Muslim worship. 
What have been called the five “pillars of Muslim religious 
observance are all adaptations of Jewish and Christian forms, except 
the few references to Muhammad and Mecca. These five are. the 
confession of faith, ritual prayer, alm sgiving, fasting and 
pilgrimage.
This year, on October 26, Muslims will start the fourth pillar, 
the month of fasting during daylight hours. Since Muslims follow 
a lunar rather than a solar calendar, it takes place 11 days earlier 
each year. Apparently the early Muslims fasted in a manner like 
Jews during the 10 days prior to the Day of Atonement. But when 
relations with the Jews deteriorated two years after the Muslims 
moved to Medina, the fast was changed to the month of Ramadan, 
the month in which Muhammad began to receive what he 
understood to be revelations from God.
The closest Christian parallel might be Jesus’ fasting for 40 
days in the wilderness before his temptations, or Lent when many 
Christians abstain from certain foods as a 
spiritual discipline. When we consider the 
function of fasting , for the Jews, it 
expressed penitence for the sin which was 
atoned for through the sacrifice on Yom 
Kippur. For the Muslims, fasting only 
indirectly leads to forgiveness: they believe 
they are forgiven because they are obedient,
not by means of a sacrifice.J . - * 1During the day, Muslims are to abstain IH
from all matter entering the body -  food, «  
drink, saliva, smoking, injections, and 
marital relations. It is not required of young 
children, aged, sick, nursing or pregnant 
women, or travelers (who should fast an equivalent amount of time 
later). During our previous residence in Kabul, an old British cannon 
at the fort was shot off each morning and evening to announce the 
start and end of the fast. In the evening, Muslims would often break 
the fast with one or more dates, prayer and then have a feast. 
Needless to say, when Ramadan falls in the summer, in desert 
regions, it can be very draining not to drink.
Many Christians living among Muslims fast with them as a 
means of identification. If we do, it is well to reflect on its meaning. 
In the Bible, people fasted for repentance, sorrow (like David when 
Jonathan died—2 Sam. 1:12), when meeting with God (Moses 
receiving the 10 Commandments—Exod. 34:28), or seeking 
guidance (as in choosing missionaries and elders Acts 13.2-3, 
14:23). For Muslims, it represents obedience to God, and should 
increase their focus on him and his revelation.
During Jesus’ day, the fast had evolved with the Pharisees from 
the period before the Day of Atonement to twice a week when
Ramadan
by Joyce Fung
Many Muslims are still haunted by the crusader image in 
Christian history. So, how can we appropriately express love to 
M uslims with wisdom, hum bleness and respect during 
Ramadan, the Muslim Fasting Month?
I suggest we can express our love in the following ways:
• Listen to their faith journey.
• Learn from their spirituality.
• Take this time to reflect on our own spirituality.
• Fast and pray with Muslims as a means of 
identification.
• Pray that both Muslims and Christians can see, “the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
From Oct. 27—Nov. 25 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in 
the Garth, we will have many opportunities for you to pray 
and hear presentations from Fuller faculty. Our first speaker 
will be Dr. Woodberry on Oct 27th. Please contact the Missions 
Concerns Committee for additional information at 584-3757.
Joyce Fung (SOT, MAT) is the chair o f  Missions Concerns Committee.
H e s & i
Picture from Moghal Photo Service
people came to the market (Luk. 18:12). As with the Law, Jesus 
was more concerned with peoples’ motives. Although he did not 
fast with his disciples, he expected his disciples to do so later (Matt. 
9:14-15). Fasting was to be for God, not something to be seen by 
_  people (Matt. 6:16-18).
In Isaiah 58, we learn what true fasting 
is not. It is not like a vending machine as 
though God should answer our prayers 
because we have fasted (vs. 3a). It does 
not make up for bad conduct (vss. 3c-4a). 
It should not be penance as though the cross 
was not enough or that the body is evil (vss. 
4b-5). True fasting is so hungering and 
thirsting after God that we turn from all 
else.
D uring the month o f Ram adan, 
Christians all around the world who love 
Muslims devote the 30 days to praying for 
them. Doing so could help us find ways to facilitate reconciliation 
during these times of tension between our communities. Second, 
praying helps us find ways to share with them how we have found 
reconciliation with God.
The Hagia Sophia in Istanbul was a 4,h century church whose 
pillars support a dome displaying a picture of Jesus. When the 
church changed into a mosque, the qur’anic words “God is the 
light of the heavens and earth” was painted over the picture of 
Jesus. Let us pray during this month of fasting that our confession 
o f faith (three of the five pillars) may lead Muslim friends to see 
that “the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” 
expresses “the light of the heaven and earth” to 
which their qur’anic words attest.
Dr. J. Dudley Woodberry is dean emeritus and professor 
o f Islamic Studies. He is considered one o f the foremost 
Christian scholars o f Islam.
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Confession -  continued from page 1
You’ve seen Jesus around. Fuller is part of his territory, a 
marker on his migration. Jesus roams between church pantries, 
soup kitchens, and a doorstep a couple blocks east where he usually 
sleeps. I know where he sleeps because he showed me once. He 
says the lions keep him safe.
Jesus calls Fuller the Church—a monogram that has little to 
do with his theology. Fuller is clean, the people are nice and they 
have security guards who don’t want him hanging around. These 
things smack of holiness to Jesus.
Jesus wandered into our apartment 
com plex a few months back. He 
happened to end up outside my 
anonymous looking door. He was 
hungry and wanted someone to pray 
with him. Mostly hungry.
I took a walk with Jesus. He 
talked. I prayed. I bought a burger and 
some fries. Jesus was too embarrassed 
to come in so we walked some more.
Jesus asked hard questions: “Why do I like beer so much? I 
got choked last night. Have you ever been choked? Did it hurt? 
Why don’t people talk to me? Why are some people afraid of me? 
Do you think I can find a girl one day? Why does Satan hate people?
Jesus is probably crazy. But mostly hungry. Now that he knows 
where I live, he came back and rang my doorbell.
This time Jesus smelled like shit. He said the cops had been 
harassing him. He got scared and embarrassed so he shit in his 
pants. I believed him. You would believe him too—Jesus really 
stank.
I found Jesus a pair of sweat pants and a bar of soap. I bought 
Jesus another burger and fries and we went on another walk. He 
didn’t know where he could change because he felt embarrassed. 
He wanted to change at the church but I didn’t know if that was a 
good idea. So I left him with the lions. After returning home, I
washed my hands for a very long time. Jesus smelled horrible and 
I couldn’t get his smell out of my nose.
Jesus has a good memory. I was hoping he had a bad one. 
Jesus came back but he smelled like shit again.
Jesus picked a bad time to drop by. It was late and I was eating 
supper with my wife. My Greek midterm was the following 
morning and I needed to study.
I asked Jesus some hard questions: “How did you get in here? 
Don’t you know you aren’t supposed to come in here? What are 
you doing here? What do you want? Go wait outside.”
Jesus had diarrhea and couldn’t 
control his bowels. He needed some 
more pants—my God, Jesus stank!
I didn’t have any pants, nor money 
for a hamburger. Besides that, I had 
to study Greek. Sorry. I couldn’t do 
anything for Jesus tonight.
Jesus got embarrassed and didn’t 
want me to walk with him anymore.
He got loud and didn’t want me near 
him.
As Jesus left, I wondered, “Did I do the right thing?” Jesus 
wasn’t safe to have around. After all, there are families, mothers 
and children in our building. Jesus couldn’t just come and go as he 
pleased. Jesus had to be taught a lesson. He could go to a shelter or 
get some help. This is what professionals tell you, isn’t it? I did the 
right thing—didn’t I?
Last night, Jesus went to sleep hungry and smelling like shit.
I’m confessing my sin and my stench. I’m confessing for the 
mean people and for the cops. I’m confessing 
for the guy who chokes and for Fuller 
Theological Seminary. I ’m confessing for the 
body of Christ. I’m sorry Jesus. I’m sorry Jesus.
Jon West (SOT, M.Div.) refuses to admit that he can be 
summed up in one sentence.
Churches For Middle East Peace
by Deb Flagg
On November 8, 2003, Churches for Middle East Peace 
(CMEP), a Washington-based ecumenical group, will hold a 
conference on the Fuller campus. Those in attendance will be 
challenged and equipped to participate in advocacy projects which 
promote peace between Israel and Palestine.
The conference will feature presentations and workshops 
which educate people about the complexities of the current 
situation. CMEP’s goal is to encourage American Christians to 
take action because we can help promote peace in the Middle 
East!
Presenters will include Corinne Whitlatch, executive director 
of Churches for Middle East Peace, Ann Kerr, coordinator of the 
Visiting Fulbright Program at UCLA and Serge Duss, director of 
public policy and advocacy for World Vision.
While the conference is not sponsored by Fuller, the seminary 
is providing space for this important dialogue and a number of 
Fuller students, staff and faculty will participate in the program. 
Among those participating, Associate Professor James Butler will 
offer words of welcome to the group and retired Fuller Professor
Fred Bush will lead a workshop on the theological and political 
undergirding of Christian Zionism. Fuller staff members Amgad 
Beblawi, Deb Flagg and Gwen Fleming are among the conference 
organizers and the local chapter of CMEP.
“It’s imperative that Christians encourage and facilitate 
peacemaking efforts for Middle East Peace,” said Corinne 
Whitlatch, when asked about the significance of this event. “It is, 
after all, the land of our theological and spiritual roots...We must 
not only pray for peace but work for the day when Israelis and 
Palestinians live in nations side-by-side in peace. If this is to 
happen, we must ensure that the United States Government is 
constructively engaged.”
As many as 250 people from various Christian traditions and 
denominations are expected to attend the conference which will 
run from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. The cost is $18 for general 
delegates and $5 for Fuller students. There are 
a limited number of student scholarships 
available. For more inform ation on the 
conference, contact me at 584-5658.
Deb Flagg (SOT, Ph.D.) is the academic advisor fo r  the 
M.A. in Global Leadership degree.
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Blackout
________________by Michael Evans
Real life is so hard,
We hide in the stars 
That’s where our heads are 
My head and your heart.
This is a blackout 
Don’t let it go to waste.
This is a blackout.
I want to detonate 
when you are so far.
—Foo Fighters, My Poor Brain
This emotive song reminds me of an 
experience of poverty one morning in late 
1999, just after I arrived at work in downtown 
San Francisco. An error at a major electric 
station farther down the peninsula caused a city-wide blackout. 
My fellow employees and I huddled in the bottom stairwell of our 
11-floor building. We couldn’t access any information and were 
waiting for the power to return.
It was eerie as we all noticed for the first time the sounds of 
the cars and busses without the ever-present hum of electricity. It 
was like watching a cartoon turn to mundane life. We tried going 
back to our identities upstairs, thinking of various tasks we could 
do without electricity, then remembering that a certain file we 
needed was on the computer.
Soon after, a tribal drum circle formed outside the cafe next 
door. People distracted themselves by waiting in line to buy bottled 
juices and cold bagels. I sat to write in my journal because I knew 
this was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to observe answers to 
questions as fears of the coming Y2K apocalypse loomed in the
WARNING: Con-Artist at Fuller
Please be on the lookout for a white male in his late 30’s - mid 
40’s, between 5'10" - 6'0". He goes by the name ‘ Jason and has 
short, salt and pepper hair, blue eyes, a pudgy face, thin eyebrows, 
a stocky build and a pot belly. This person approaches people at 
Fuller, engages them in lengthy theological conversations (he 
knows the Bible well) and asks them to prove their faith through 
acts of trust. At some point, he tries getting people to go to their 
bank and withdraw money. He is very manipulative and can 
become intimidating. He seems to target people who appear to 
be international students, and it is possible he may have one or 
more accomplices. Seminary members are advised this person, s 
sole interest is in their bank account, not their faith.
1. Never give your bank information to strangers, withdraw 
money for them or allow them to accompany you to your bank.
2. Avoid lengthy conversations with strangers, especially when 
they become manipulative.
3. Do not hesitate to leave immediately anytime you feel 
uncomfortable or suspicious. Move as quickly as possible to a 
safe place.
4. Report without delay any suspicious persons to the Pasadena
Police Department at 744-4501 and Campus Security at 584-5444. 
If you feel threatened, call 911.________________
air. Given the predictions, this experience might have been 
frightening for some, “what if the entire infrastructure had per-
We were distracted by occasional 
voices, “You know, I have the monthly 
reports and can do the calculations on 
a solar calcula-tor.” Several people 
congratulated the accountant who 
ascended the stairs. Events like this 
kept the nervous chatter busy for 
several minutes.
After two hours without infor­
mation, people started to leave for the 
day. My rich, self-professed, eccentric 
boss treated us to lunch at a 4-star hotel 
around the comer; one that he knew 
would have a generator. Chandeliers 
which seemed miles overhead, candles and elegant tablecloths 
provided shelter from the fear outdoors. We ate in relative silence, 
basking in his proud smile: my boss had protected his charges from 
the hard realities of life. We thanked him for his generosity and 
went our ways.
As I left for the bus (the electric train was not running) I passed 
homeless people on every block. I stopped to sit near the shoeless 
guru-looking man as he waited for his daily bread. I had never 
stopped there before, though I studied him daily: linen wrap clothes, 
long blonde hair, a face older than his years, eyes younger than his 
clothes and an air I would describe as either distant or patient. He 
sat lotus style on his mat rolled around a wad of clothes. I could 
never quite sense how aware he was of his surroundings. I wondered 
if he knew the electricity was off everywhere. And suddenly I 
wondered if he already knew how close he and 
I really were.
Michael Evans (SOT, MAT) is a writer who is asking the 
question o f  whether we must experience infrastructure 
crisis in order to appreciate the thin veil between poverty 
and ourselves.
Ir Brief
Dr. Glen Stassen (SOT) taught the Sermon on the Mount and 
Just Peacem aking this summer in Prague, Berlin, Seoul, 
Jogjakarta, Jakarta, Oslo, and Heidelberg. His article, the 
Fourteen Triads of the Sermon on the Mount” was published in 
the Journal o f Biblical Literature (Summer issue) and his article 
plus six others on Just Peacemaking Theory were published in 
the summer issue of the Journal o f the Society o f Christian Ethics. 
He’s pleased that the Sermon on the Mount and Just Peacemaking 
Theory are getting such attention.
A presentation proposal submitted by the director of ESL Jeannie 
Yee and ESL instructor Ethel Azariah was selected from a 
competitive field of proposals for the national convention of 
ESL teachers (TESOL) in 2004. Yee and Azariah will present on 
theology-based ESL curriculum, a growing field in teaching ESL 
and a hallmark of Fuller’s ESL Program.
manently failed?
Picture from www.washingtonpost.com/
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What Should Be -  continued from page 1
It is this divide—this chasm—that has 
now rudely wrenched my attention away 
from my Pacific stroll along the ocean and 
doggedly refuses to release it.
Just a few sandy paces to my left lies a 
human being— a man, som eone’s son, 
someone’s high school classmate—  whose 
life has apparently been consumed by 
poverty and isolation. Three blocks east, 
indulgent consumers are desperately trying 
in vain to quench the voices that incessantly 
echo “More! More! More!” from the bottom 
of what most of us fail to recognize as an 
abysmally broken spirit.
Ironically, deliverance for both the 
hom eless man and the self-indulgent 
consum er may lie in each other. The 
homeless man needs someone willing to 
invest in him; the self-indulgent consumer 
needs someone in whom to invest. Though 
geographically separated by only a few 
blocks, socially they are worlds apart. There 
must be some way to span the chasm 
between them.
My anxiety is building because, at this 
moment, the only thing I can see occupying 
the infinite black space between their two 
worlds is me. I am but one man, one 
graduate student who, fortunately or 
unfortunately, has become painfully aware 
of the difference between what is and what 
should be.
I decide not to startle the man under 
the lifeguard tower and head for 3rd Street. 
Shortly, I arrive at the Promenade with a 
bag of one-dollar burgers in hand. Shoppers 
and strollers are here too, many with dates 
in hand. On most nights, I admit, I ’d switch 
places with them in a heartbeat—but not 
tonight. Tonight I am doing exactly what I 
am supposed to do. I am being exactly who 
I was created to be.
I see a man wearing a winter coat and 
what appears to be several layers of clothing 
underneath, hanging onto a shopping cart 
full of blankets and stuff. “Would you like 
a burger?” I ask. “Sure!” he says, with a
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Ron Ragsdale, Area Director (818)903-9929
Staff and volunteer opportunities. 
Call for information and interview.
sunny smile not even slightly dampened by 
his missing teeth. He is Joshua. He used to 
run a small business with his wife of 22 
years. In 1998 they both got sick and neither 
had insurance. He recovered. She didn’t. 
Due to their mounting medical bills, their 
business had to be liquidated and auctioned 
off. As he tells his 
story two things are 
constant: his smile 
and his desire to 
rem ind me that,
“God has been good 
to me.”
“Some people 
might question how 
you can still say 
that,” I replied. As if 
to prove his point, he 
responds w ith a 
laundry lis t of 
blessings God has 
bestowed on him. If 
someone asked me to 
list all the ways I 
have been blessed,
I ’d probably start 
stammering within 
10 seconds, tops.
Joshua has forgotten his burger; he’d rather 
tell his story.
On the next block, a white-haired 76- 
year-old woman with a bruised eye won’t 
stop smiling and laughing and clapping. She 
is Betty. Although Betty is less willing to 
share how she arrived at this point in life, 
she proudly shares that God has used all her 
circumstances to make her a better and 
stronger person. Throughout our conver­
sation she reiterates how happy she is. If 
you saw me looking as happy, you could 
safely assume I’d been drinking.
On the next comer, a small black man 
wrapped in a blanket sits in the doorway of 
a bank. He is Moses. “Would you like a 
burger?” Within seconds he is bouncing 
with enthusiasm. I wish everyone enjoyed 
talking with me as much as these people.
Moses asks me if I 
know God. I say yes. 
“How do you know 
G od?” he asks. I 
sheepishly mumble 
som ething about 
Scripture and the 
Spirit. “That’s it!” he 
exclaims. “The Spirit 
of God!” He throws
off his blanket, and as he jumps up, his 
whole body comes alive. “The power of 
God is right here with us! I can feel His 
presence! Can you feel Him?”
I say, “I do.” I want to believe that’s 
what I ’m feeling, but I ’m never sure. 
Maybe it’s the psychologist in me. “I feel 
his presence on you!” 
he says without a hint 
of doubt. Moses con­
tinues to bounce 
along to the rhythm of 
his sermon, while my 
insecurities won’t let 
me forget the pas- 
sersby and what they 
m ight be thinking. 
(Damned if even now 
I can’t stop thinking 
about myself!)
Once Moses 
wraps up his sermon, 
I tell him how much I 
enjoyed it, and 
hopefully I’ll see him 
again. He turns up the 
heat on that beautiful 
warm smile and says, 
“Let me get a hug.”
Picture from www.paulwhkan.com/people/people.html
It’s not one of those one-hand-ever-so- 
cautiously on my side, and the other giving 
me three quick strategic pats-on-the-back- 
type hugs. He stretches both arms all the 
way around my body. His warm open hands 
press tightly against my back. Rarely do I 
feel so genuinely appreciated. As he lets go, 
he sm iles and says, “God bless you, 
brother!”
I think—I hope—that Joshua, Betty, 
and Moses might rub off on me. I feel as 
good ton ight as I ’ve fe lt in months. 
However, I’m afraid if I stop to think about 
how little I’ve actually done and how much 
more there is to do, my joy will fade too 
quickly into sorrow. So I don’t think about 
it—not tonight. Tonight I have much to be 
grateful for: Joshua’s story, Betty’s laugh, 
M oses’ embrace. Tonight, I— a young, 
white, middle-class, graduate student with 
un lim ited  opportunities for earthly 
success— was blessed by the joy and 
strength of three persons whose sum total 
of earthly possessions could be pushed 
around in a shopping cart.
J. Cattich (SOP, MFT) is a part-time pastor.
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Campus Events and Announcements
America, the Church and the Gospel 
Monday, October 27, 7:00p.m.
Payton 101
Dr. Juan Martinez, director of the Hispanic 
Church Studies Department, will be presenting a 
lecture entitled, “Visions and Realities of the 
American Adventure.” A time for questions and 
discussion will follow the lecture. The entire 
Fuller community is invited and encouraged to 
participate as the necessity of the Christian 
community’s active involvement in this broad­
ening conversation continues to grow.
Logos “Scholar’s Library” Bible Software: 
50% off = $299.98. Em ail Em rys at 
theleastapostle@hotmail.com for order forms. 
See www.logos.com for contents of sofware. 
Until Oct 30 ONLY.
sitions, personal growth, mild mood difficulties, 
stress, self-esteem and identity issues. It is also 
ideal for those who hope to provide counseling 
themselves, as it provides an opportunity to be 
“on the other side.” For more information, con­
tact Fuller Psychological and Family Services at 
584-5555. Note: I f  you called and were told to 
call back in January, please call again. We have 
spots available NOW.
Financial Aid______
Monster Scholarship. Deadline November 2. 
Award amount: $2,500. Must write a 250-500 
word essay on how you’ve never settled as 
you’ve worked to achieve your goals. Applica­
tions available at http://scholars.monster.com/ 
grad_stu.asp.
The Services section o f the SEMI is fo r  an­
nouncing services not offered by Fuller. Indi­
viduals are personally responsible fo r  evalu­
ating the quality and type o f service before 
contracting or using it. The SEMI and Stu­
dent Life and Services do not recommend or 
guarantee any o f  the services listed.
Services
Willing to help? Active church-based pastors 
sought to help UCLA research group developing 
health promotion programs in congregations. 
Pretest 30-minute telephone interview scheduled 
at your convenience. $25 in appreciation. Con­
tact Dr. O’Leary (310-794-8505 or cmoleary- 
@ mednet.ucla.edu.)
A Month of Prayers Forum: Mon-Tue, Oct 27- 
28,10-11 a.m„ Garth. On Oct 27, Dr. Woodberry, 
Professor of Islamic Studies will speak on, “The 
State of Muslim-Christian Relations Around the 
World Today.” On Oct 28, Dr. David Bentley, 
adjunct professor at Trinity Graduate School, will 
speak on, “Islamic Mysticism, Quranic Jesus, and 
Implications for Christian Mission.”
Ten Free Sessions of Therapy. The Clinical Di­
vision of the School of Psychology offers ten ses­
sions of free therapy provided by students earn­
ing a doctoral degree in clinical psychology. This 
program is ideal for relationship issues, life tran­
HgrVest Festival
Od the gressg roall 
aod ir> the Garth».








Big Mama's BBd chicken 
Korean BBQ (sponsored by KSA)
$5 Adolf Meal Pass, child Meal Pass, 
$5 Snack Pass, child Ride Pass 
CChildren ages 2  f »12)________
National Science Foundation Fellowships for 
Psychology. Deadline November 6. Must be a 
U.S. citizen or permanent resident and be seek­
ing a research-based masters or doctoral degree. 
Additional information and applications avail­
able at www.orau.org/nsf/nsffel.htm.
Ford Foundation Fellowships. Deadline No­
vember 19. Must be ethnic minority student in 
Ph.D. or postdoctoral work. Applications avail­
able at http://national-academies.org/fellow- 
ships.
PEO Scholarships for Women. Must be a U.S.
___ or Canadian citizen.
M ust have taken a 
minimum of 12 con­
secutive months off 
o f school at some 
tim e and m ust be 
within 24 months of 
completing program. 
Contact information 
available in the Office 
of Financial Aid.
Wanted: Evangelists. Do you want to share the 
Gospel in a supportive team environment? Come 
join TLC- Teaching the Love of Christ. Training 
is provided. I f  interested , contact N icole 
L indholm  @ 626-796-6061; goandtell 
@jesusanswers.com.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service, 1477 E. Washington Blvd., Pasa­
dena. Call 798-4064 for an appointment.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP Ph.D. alumnus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dissertation consulta­
tions. Worked on hundreds of projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. Designing “surviv- 
able” research proposals a specialty. Methods 
Chapter tune-ups. Survey development. Pro­
vides multivariate data analysis using SAS or 
SPSS. Statistical results explained in simple En­
glish! Assistance with statistical table creation 
and report write-up. Final orals defense prepa­
ration. Fuller community discounts. Call for free 
phone consultation. Tom Granoff, Ph.D., 310- 
640-8017. Email tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Dis- 
cover/MasterCard/AMEX accepted.
R EED’S CAM ERAS
466 East Colorado Blvd. 
Between Los Robles & Oakland 
626-793-0967
Student Discounts 
DIGITAL & FILM CAMERAS 
FILM & FILM DEVELOPING 
DIGITAL CAMERA PRINTS 
PROJECTION RENTALS 
FLASHES - TRIPODS 
PHOTO ALBUMS - FRAMES 
9-5:30 M-F, 9-5 SATURDA¥
Fuller
Seminary
UN ION ST R EET  
COLORADO BLVD.
Reed's Cameras




Begins Saturday, Nov 1st & ends Saturday, Nov 8lh 
Store hours are 10am - 6pm. (Closed Sunday Nov 2nd)
All books are reduced!
New books, 10% off 
Used books, 20% off
1 0 0 0 ’ S reduced to $1 each
1396 E. Washington Blvd, Pasadena CA 
(626) 797-4756 Fax (626) 797- 5237
